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The Beacon
2018 A-Class and Taipan Championships: 10 to 12 March
COMMODORE’S COLUMN
Hells Bells! What a summer in sailing
so far!!
Hopefully, you noticed, the new flag
poles and international flags in the
driveway, along with the new flag
poles along the beach, erected to
welcome all those competing in the
2018 iSail
Whitsun
day World Contender Championships which were hosted by
McCrae.
What a terrific event and a
testament to the energy and
enthusiasm of all members and
the Contender Association who
got behind the regatta, ensuring a
successful World Championship
event that reflected favourably
upon our club and the Contender
Association. Well done to all
involved and congratulations to
Mark Bulka, the winner of the
2018 Contender Worlds.
And as the chime of Hells Bells
drifts out to sea, we farewell and thank
the Contender Sailors who joined us for a
truly memorable event.
We also saw the Commodore’s 11 vs.
Youth 11 cricket game played on the
Australia Day weekend. It was a well
attended and tightly contested game. The
Youth 11 batted first and started with a
good run rate. They were all out for 29.
The Commodore’s 11 were strengthened
by a number of youth members who have
transitioned to the senior ranks. After a
shaky start, the Commodore’s 11
steadied, and declared at 30 runs to see
the Commodore’s trophy returned to the
Commodore’s 11. Well played by all
involved.
I also wanted to acknowledge the final
Tackers session run by Haylee Berryman
in January. Haylee has been a long time
volunteer sailing instructor and Tackers instructor for the
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club. Haylee has gone on to full time employment. I thank
Haylee for her many years involved in training young sailors
and wish her well in her new career.
At our Champions night held on Saturday 2 February we
acknowledged the great performance of many members at
their Nationals. The attached photo acknowledges all those
who were present at our Champions night and their success
in their chosen class. We also presented the 2016/2017 Big
Splash award to Graeme
Harbour who was unable to
attend last year’s presentation
evening - congratulations
Graeme
We also have the Taipan and A
Class States being hosted by
the club on 10, 11 and 12
March. If you are interested in
seeing some very exciting
catamaran sailing and a special
guest appearance by John
d’Helin presenting the trophies
to the winning catamaran
Sailors of each Class, be sure to
get involved on the long
weekend in March and let
Andrew Barrett (Regatta
Manager) and Col Dods (Club Captain)
know your availability to help with
making this another successful event for
McCrae and the Associations.
Lastly, we are looking for people to help
in a couple of roles around the club. We
are looking for people to help with:
1.
Looking after the club’s
merchandise
2.
Coordinating the roll making.
There are a number of ladies who are
happy to make the rolls we sell in the
canteen on a Saturday, however we are
looking for someone to oversee and
coordinate this activity
If you are able to assist, please contact
Akemi, who will explain what is
involved.
Mark O’Brien

2018 ISAIL WHITSUNDAYS CONTENDER WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The 2018 Soho Lawyers Australian Contender
Championships and the 2018 iSail
Whitsundays Contender World Championships
were held at McCrae over 15 – 25 January.
We had a record breaking 90 entries for the
Worlds, coming from eight countries, with 35
entries from overseas. It was the biggest
Contender regatta in the Southern
Hemisphere ever.
The national Champs were a warm up event
and saw great racing in the Dromana course
area.
Jason Beebe from QLD took out the Nationals
Title ahead of Jono Neate from Mornington
and Mark Bulka in third.
We then had two days for the boats to measure, and then it
was on for the Worlds!
Close racing in great conditions in the Rosebud course area
saw the Worlds come down to the 'Grand Finale' between the
two mighty Contenders - Mark Bulka and Jason Beebe.
Two races were planned on the last day, but light winds
hampered the format so only one was held leaving Jason
requiring at least five places to retain the title.
Jason Beebe came off the start line like a bullet but close
behind shadowing was Mark Bulka. By the gybe mark Mark
was second and closing the gap fast.
Criss-crossing each over the beat, Mark took the lead and
never looked back until crossing the finish line.
The new 2018 Contender World Champion, Mark Bulka, was
crowned by his fellow club member and New Zealand Team
Emirates Americas Cup skipper Glenn Ashby.
Our race committee, volunteers, canteen staff, bar staff and
kids crew were grouse! Thank you!
Our McCrae Sailors did us proud!!
Mark Bulka – 1st
Scotty Cunningham – 6th
Tony Nash – 7th
Dan Kohlman 8th
Stevie Johannessen – 13th
Mike Macdonald – 24th
Jeff Owen – 25th
Scotty Munro – 34th
Tom Vincent – 42nd
Joey Randall – 45th
Mick Hughes – 51st
Scotty Watson – 54th
Luke Mairs – 58th
Andy Churcher – 62nd
Toby Bath – 77th
Neil Whitaker – 86th
Steve Young – Top mark boat
Scott Munro
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TRAINING CENTRE REPORT
Once again it has been a very busy year for
the Training Centre and Training
Committee. We have run the following
courses:
Responsible Service of Alcohol
First Aid
Start Sailing 1 and 2
Tackers 1, 2, and 3
Better Sailing
Start Racing
Adult Start Sailing
I really want to thank all our amazing volunteers again who
put in so much effort and time. Without their enthusiasm and
dedication the Training Centre cannot achieve all it does!
One of our main objectives is to train sailors to be able to get
out on the big course in the afternoon in order to develop the
next generation of sailors. We now have a great group of
youngsters who are developing lots of confidence in their
Minnows and Open Bics and venturing out on a weekly basis.

At the Club’s Champions Night the outstanding performances
of Club sailors in the National and State championships held
over the Christmas holidays were recognised.

Sailing for Schools is another important programme which is
continuing this year with Andrew Barrett as Sailing for
Schools manager and Hamilton Nesci now taking over from
Graham Mason as head instructor. The Sailing for Schools
programme brings groups of both secondary and primary
school groups to the club to teach them the basics of sailing.
Generally the programme is held during February and March
when schools return and when the water and weather are
still warm.
This season we purchased another Hobie Wave catamaran
which will have a duel use. Firstly they are there as a
promotional tool to help introduce friends and family to
sailing. Secondly, they are now an indispensable part of both
the start sailing on Saturday mornings and Tackers
programmes. They give instructors flexibility in delivery by
allowing participants to enjoy the delights of heavy weather
sailing when things get too much for the kids to sail their own
boats.
We have just introduced a new coaching group called the
McCrae Youth and Junior Development Squad. It is conducted
on Sunday mornings and is for kids who are either in the
start racing group or have just moved on from it. The aim is
to give the group more time on the water, and allows some
tuition for those who cannot manage to get to the club on
Saturday mornings. We all look forward to seeing the results!
Murray O’Brien

B14 NEWS
The B14 Nationals and Worlds were held over the Christmas
– New Year period at Beauty Point in Northern Tasmania. The
Port Dalrymple Yacht Club was the host club at this
picturesque location and the club put in a mighty effort in
pulling off the first sailing world championship to be held in
Northern Tasmania.
Team McCrae had five boats participating with some great
results but no one was able to win the ultimate prize. The
GBR boat of team ‘Harken Sandline’, sailed by Nick Craig and
Toby Lewis won easily in what was a heavy weather regatta
sailed at the upper limit for the class over the first three days
of the World Championship with conditions abating for the
last two days.
3rd Bonus G. Bancroft/L. Chapman
6th Snatch C. Garmston/D. Darlow
7th Bonework I. Cunningham/D. Cunningham
29th The Last Gasp J. Albert/ A. Albert
3rd Bonework I.Cunningham/D.Cunningham
4th Snatch c. Garmston/N. Darlow
5th Bonus G. Bancroft/L. Chapman
11th Side Effects D. Loutit/D. Grace
24th The Last Gasp R. Kane/J. Albert
B14 Victorian States Safety Beach Sailing Club, 10-12 March
B14 Nationals Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club, 3-9 January
2019
Ron Kane
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CLUB CAPTAIN’S COLUMN
As promised in the December edition of The Beacon, the
International Contender National and World Championships
were run and won in January. Our own Mark Bulka took out
the Worlds with an impressive back-end performance
among a fleet of 90 competitors.
It was pleasing to see so many of our club members pitch in
to volunteer both on and off the water; some for the first
time who were surprised to learn just how much planning
and expertise goes into the running of such major events.
Our international visitors were equally impressed with all the
foreign contingent returning to the northern hemisphere full
of praise for the experience McCYC provided them.
The event was also great exposure for the club in terms of
promotion through social media, local radio and VR Sports –
the contracted film crew who provided promo video to the
club. Check out the club website home page to view the
package!
The horizon before us sees the approach of the Taipan and
“A” Class State titles over the Labour Day long weekend
(10-12 March). The two Associations have agreed to share
the facilities (and the water) in what will surely be a highspeed spectacle and an opportunity for two major
catamaran classes to put on a special show.
Our full fleet of rescue boats and volunteers will once again
be in play – if you would like to get involved, please advise
our Regatta Manager Andrew Barrett (ably assisted by Steve
Berryman).
As we get deep into the season, the Sailing Committee
assesses its capacity to continue into the 2018-2019 period.
A few of the incumbents will not be re-nominating for the
committee which means opportunities exist for those
wishing to learn new skills in terms of race management
and leadership. If this sounds like a challenge for you,
please consider nominating; you’ll be surprised what you
can contribute to this important group of people.

(C) BOB COOK

The Skipper of Skippers and Aggregate series is beginning
to take a very interesting shape – especially in Divisions 1, 4
and 6 but it is the Division 7 group of young sailors which
interests me most. They recently endured an afternoon of
15-23 knots and got around the course with no mishaps of
note – a claim many older competitors for the day couldn’t
make! More encouraging was their willingness to have a go
which, combined with solid foundations established at
Saturday Sailing School, sees them continue to develop at
an impressive rate.
Surely the future of the club is in good hands with young
people like this being led by such a great group of volunteer
instructors.
The Sailing Committee wishes all those in the race for Club
Honours the very best for the remainder of the season and,
for those travelling for state titles, may you have fair winds
and good times.
Col Dods

Above: The Brain’s Trust behind the extra-ordinarily successful
Contender Nationals and Worlds events: Col Dods, Michael
Johannessen, Peter Merritt and Jon Knorr.
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CLUB RULES REGARDING USE OF THE HOBIE WAVE CATS
AND THE STAND-UP PADDLE BOARDS

CRAFT FOR SALE
Laser Radial 190349

It’s a sailing boat so sail it!
1. Only to be used when the club is operating and rescue
boats are available.
2. Please sign on and off in the tower (under 16 YO must
have parent’s signature).
3. Please advise training/sailing committee member before
going sailing.

In racing condition, no leaks, straight spars, excellent sail
complete with beach trolley, boat cover and foil bag. Includes
standard rig bottom section. Get ready for 2020, buy this
boat, join the VLA training program and be red hot for the big
events.
Price $3500. Contact John d’Helin
Ph 0408 031 275

4. Please restrict sessions to one hour.

B14 AUS284

5. Life jackets (PFD 1 or 2) to be worn at all times.

‘Hard to be Humble’ Complete boat with aluminium mast and
wings, beach trolley and road trailer. A good entry level boat.

6. Please hose down thoroughly and put boat away!

$1300 ONO
1. Only to be used when the club is operating and rescue
boats are available.

Phone Graham 0432 470 716 or 0419873 495

2. Please sign on and off in the tower (under 16 YO must
have parent’s signature).
3. Please advise training/sailing committee member before
going sailing.
4. Please restrict sessions to one hour.
5. Life jackets (PFD 1 or 2) and leg ropes to be worn to be
worn at all times.
6. Wash and return to Training Centre locker.
Murray O’Brien & Colin Dods

FROM THE A-CLASS WEBSITE
‘The injuries are also there. Landy copped widespread
bruising when he came off the foils and smashed the mast
(leading to the development of his short rig). The good thing
about a carbon mast is that it acts like a crumple zone during
accidents, certainly better when impaling one’s thighs or
other bits around a mast. A few sailors have indulged in some
long swimming sessions back to the shore, after they have
been thrown off their foilers. Probably not a good idea to
train alone.’
CUSTOM-MADE WETSUIT ANY-ONE?
Oceansuits , located at Factory 3, 101 Wedgewood Road.
Hallam, 3803 Tel: 9702 4993
Email : colin@oceansuits.com.au
www.oceansuits.com.au
I was very impressed, that they are still manufacturing in
Australia and take 11 body measurements and produce a
custom-made wet suit within two days. Brilliant service.
Horst Kopp
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The things you see from the Finish boat - thanks to Bob Cook.

It has been a very busy summer at hockingstuart with record
sales and 18 auctions conducted on the Australia Day long
weekend. Some outstanding results were 1-7 Burrell Street
McCrae which sold on auction day for $2,450,000; 14
Bayview Road McCrae selling for $1,362,000 and 7 Fairway
Crescent McCrae sold for $830,000.
February and March will be busy months with 26 auctions
already booked. The Peninsula has been extremely busy over
the Christmas and January period with over 250,000 people
visiting which has resulted in record sales from Safety Beach
to Capel Sound.
Other great local listings are 130 Flinders Street McCrae $1.4
- $1.54mil, 1 The Eyrie McCrae $1 - $1.1mil, 14 Bass Street
McCrae $1.5 - $1.65mil, 8 Alexander Parade McCrae $1.1 $1.2mil, 17 Bayview Road McCrae $750,000 - $800,000 and
30 The Avenue $660,000 - $720,000.
I hope everyone has been enjoying this wonderful summer
weather out on the water and thank you for your continued
support. It is much appreciated.
Also a special mention to Mark Bulka for winning the world
championships, everyone is very proud of you.
Grant McConnell

McCrae Yacht Club, where World Champions are nurtured.
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SABRE NEWS
Wow, what a couple of months it has
been for McCrae Sabres…Wonderful
numbers for our Saturday racing with
super fun and competitive fleet at the
moment make sailing something to
really look forward to!

Santa’s Visit to McCrae Yacht Club

We are not doing too badly on the
circuit either! At the Nationals in
Perth, Murray O’Brien took out second in the Open and Liam
O’Brien won the Youth title – congratulations to you both!
Hot off the press …results from the State Titles held at
Safety Beach, 17-18 February where 14 of our boats joined a
74 strong fleet and did McCrae proud:
��

Murray O’Brien: 2nd overall.

��

Alan Riley: 9th overall.

��

Graham Mason: 3rd in Grand Veterans

��

Dee Mason: Female mid fleet

��

David Briggs: Male mid fleet

��

Joel van Weel: 3rd in Seniors

��

Liam O’Brien: 2nd Juniors

A special mention to Joseph Randall who actually took line
honours in three races but unfortunately his boat ‘Wifey’ was
not measured and so results didn’t count.
And last but not least, congratulations too to Brad Groves
who completed his first regatta finishing every race!
What a great bunch of fellow sailors we have!
That’s all for now! See you on the water.
Lisa Barrand
0422 248 851

It is hard to imagine a happier
sailing club than McCrae!
< Colin Dods presented a belated
‘’Big Splash’ award to the 2017
winner, Graeme Harbour at the
Champions Night.
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