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OFF-THE-BEACH SAILING AT ITS BEST

COMMODORE’S REPORT
What a disruptive couple of years it has
been and once again our season start is
on hold.
Sadly at this stage October won’t see
any formal club sailing, however there
seems to be a glimmer of light at the

end of the tunnel and fingers crossed we will be on the
water soon. 

  Put it in your diary and
we can only hope for the best. In the meantime any
local members who are able to sail from the club I
would love to receive some photos to prove there is life
around the place and sailing is alive.
There has been plenty of action on Lake Garda in Italy
recently with the Australians dominating in the Moth
worlds. What a spectacular place to sail and it got me
thinking of all the wonderful places in the world apart
from McCrae of course that you might have sailed or
the sailing holidays you have been on. You will need to
keep dreaming and escaping in your mind just a little
bit longer.
One person who is following her dreams is Casey
Imeneo, she is heading to Europe to recommence
training and competition with the Australian Sailing
Team after a long absence. We wish her safe travels
and look forward to catching up with what is happening
on the other side of the world when she returns in
December.  In the meantime have a read of her article
and check out the great photo of her later in the
Beacon.
The committees have been hard at work over winter
planning the coming season. We are hopeful that the
Cat classic will go ahead at the end of November and
the Ronstan Regatta is looking like it will be huge again
this year. Once again most National championships
seem to have been rescheduled so the Sailing
Committee has plans to run a club regatta early in
January.
Colin Dods ran a very successful club race officer
training on zoom in September and had a great
attendance, not only from our own club members but
members from other clubs as well. Well done Col.

We are working hard on trying to get the Club painted
before the season opening however it is now in the
hands of council for approval so we will just have to be
patient.
I would like to thank all the committee members new
and existing for their continued efforts meeting over
zoom and although it has been an incredible tool to
stay connected I can’t wait for when we can actually
hold a meeting in person.
A big shout out to all the local members that have been
keeping the club looking tidy and loved, mowing lawns
doing maintenance and odd jobs. I am sure I speak on
behalf of all the members it is greatly appreciated.
Once I   know what our pathway out of lockdown looks
like we will communicate as quickly and as clearly as
possible with you all. Until we know this we really
cannot plan any further
We are nearly there so go out get vaxed and I will see
you soon.
Bronwyn Evans

The Beacon
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FIRMING UP NEW DIRECTIONS
The General Committee has established two new,
exciting sub-committees to contribute to the
broadening of the Club’s efforts:
Marketing and Promotions Sub-Committee
This committee has been created to bring together
management of how the Club is presented to its key
stakeholders. These stakeholders include Club
members as well as the broader “off the beach” sailing
associations and extend to the Mornington Peninsula
Shire including the McCrae community.
The tools available to the committee include the
existing communication platforms and promotional
materials; however there will be a substantial focus on
the creation of new marketing and promotional
activities integrating with both traditional and social
media channels. These activities will support the
strategies developed by the Sailing and Training
Committees to create a friendly, vibrant and enjoyable
environment while expanding participation.
The Club is keen to hear from any members but
specifically those that have skills in the areas of
traditional marketing strategies, promotion, social
media marketing, graphic design and social network
influence.
Put your hand up to join this exciting new effort that
will substantially impact the growth of the Club into the
future.
Contact Ian Cunningham on 0408515361 to see where
you can fit.

Environment Sub-Committee
The Club recognises its position as the
custodian of a very special location on the
McCrae foreshore in close proximity to an
historic landmark of significance to the
community and on the traditional lands of
the Boon Wurrung people. In keeping with
this appreciation, the Club has created a
sub-committee to review current activities
and recommend actions that promote sensitivity to our
environment into the future.
Some of the ideas being canvassed include planning
major regattas in a sustainable way, moving rapidly
away from single use packaging, reducing our energy
use, considering alignment with recognised
environment groups both local and international,
participation in major environment focussed calendar
days, engaging with local schools to share information
about the foreshore, the creation of “sails-n-stuff” swap
meet and other exciting events that ask the question
“how can we do this better?”
If you have an interest in this space and a concern for
the future of how the Club manages its responsibilities
to the local community and the land and marine
environment, we would love to hear from you. This will
be a fun and creative group keen to work together; no

previous skills needed, just a desire to influence the
future.
Contact Ian Cunningham on 0408515361 to see where
you can fit.

CLUB CAPTAIN’S REPORT
As COVID continues to wreak havoc
on the best laid plans, we grimace,
adjust and carry on! As has been
recently communicated, the start of
the sailing season has been pushed
back to comply with the CHO
restrictions. We are planning for 6
November, but this will be subject
to the restrictions in place at that

time.
 The new season brings with it new opportunities and
some refinements from seasons past.
 The Sailing Committee has already hosted a Race
Management Training session open to all the members,
this was provided to assist our new committee as well
as inform any club members who may be interested.
Due to the high regard in which McCrae YC is held, we
also had attendees from Mt Martha and Indented Head

Yacht Clubs. This was an informative and well-run
session with the attendees getting a lot out of it.
Many thanks to Col Dods for facilitating this
activity. We are likely to make this an annual
event, and could re-run it during the season if
there is sufficient interest.
In this session it was emphasised that the Sailing
Committee’s philosophy is that if racing is shown in

the calendar it will go ahead, subject to the Sailing
Instructions and it being safe to do so.
New Years’ Regatta
Due to the late start to the season and likely
cancellation of multiple Nationals, the Sailing
Committee intends to hold a New Year’s Regatta from
2 January to 5 January. The specifics are being
resolved at the moment, but entry will be free for all
registered members of McCrae. Visitors will be welcome
with a fee of $10 per day, with a maximum of $30. We
will publish the Notice of Race in due course.

(Continued on page 4)
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PAST COMMODORE
Congratulations to all the incoming committee members. I wish you all the best in your new roles. Volunteering for
committees demonstrate your commitment to keep the club moving forward. It’s not a walk in the park being on a
committee and I hope all club members recognise and respect your hard work and the high workload you’re taking
on.  It’s because of our volunteers that McCrae Yacht Club is the respected off the beach club that we are. Our large
training and rescue boat fleets are to be envied.
This year, a particular challenge I faced was trying to appease every club member. We have a lot of people with a lot
of ideas and differences in opinion. I believe my job as Commodore would have run a lot smoother if all members
respected others opinions, even if you don’t agree. It’s great to see so many people invested in this club and wanting
to better the club but we have to remember the committees are doing the best they can, whilst continuing to grow
our club. Everyone is trying to achieve the same goal to make our club the best it can be. The sailing committee, the
general committee and all other sub-committees need to communicate with each other and be transparent in order to
achieve this goal.
 To ensure our club is moving forward, we also need to embrace all ideas especially hearing from new members with
fresh eyes.
As members you are expected to do your bit and every member should turn up for their allocated duties. Too few are
doing too much around the club and it’s not fair. Please turn up for your duties.  Welcome new members, introduce
yourself, be friendly. Be proud of your club and help make it even more enjoyable for all.
 Most importantly, we need to go sailing. We are first and foremost a sailing club. To get new members in and to
keep kids in our system as they grow older, we need to go sailing every Saturday we can. If there are only two boats
who want to go out we should be providing them with a race. Race courses have been created which can be run with
limited patrol boats and volunteers. If the weather forecast is not ideal, we have to make a proper assessment as
close to start time as possible.
Sailing is on the decline worldwide and at our club it is no different. Saturday afternoon sailing numbers have been on
the decrease for quite some time. We need new people on all the committees to take this club into the future.
Something all members can do is help promote this club as a fantastic place to enjoy and in particular sail. The racing
is great. Getting more people on the water should be the ultimate goal, the club will grow around this activity
particularly socially. As a club we need to do better! We are a proud sailing club. We all need to sail more. All
members need to encourage more people to come and sail and race here at this club. It is the only way to get our
fleet numbers back up to where they should be and the quality of sailing will only get better.
All members and committees need to embrace this club as it is fantastic. Let’s all take McCrae Yacht Club forward into
the future.
Cheers
Jon Knorr, Past Commodore
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Club Captain’s Report
Green Fleet
The Sailing Committee, in conjunction with the Training
Centre, has undertaken to provide a separate course
for the Green Fleet to help our young sailors transition
from training out to the main course. This will be much
closer to the beach, likely within the poles, but will still
be operated with proper race management procedures.
This racing is specifically identified in the sailing
program.
We are looking for volunteers to assist with this
initiative. If you are interested, please contact Roellen
Gilmore.
New Committee
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our
new Sailing Committee members, and welcome back
those who are returning. You are all instrumental to
the ongoing operation of the club.
The committee members and their portfolios are as
follows:
• Alistair Watson – Club Captain (Handicapper)
• Steven Floyd  - Vice Club Captain (Documents)
• Andrew Pritchard (Patrol Boats Roster)
• Cameron Dunwoody (Bosun)
• Col Dods (Race Management Training)
• Dave Grace (Patrol Boat Fuel)
• Roellen Gilmore (Training Centre Liaison)
• Ron Kane (Trophies/Presentation)
Please get in touch if you have any queries. In the
intervening time, all we can do it hurry up and wait!
 Alistair Watson, Club Captain

(Continued from page 2) The Club is highly appreciative of the
support we receive from our sponsors.
Full contact details are on our website.

VALE
WIN ROBINSON
Long-time member Win Robinson died on the 16 May 2021, aged 92. While Mum never sailed she enjoyed all things
nautical and loved being at McCrae and at the yacht club in particular. Perhaps this can be traced back to her
childhood when on a number of occasions she joined her Dad and one of his friends who skippered a ferry
transporting cargo and passengers between Melbourne and bayside towns.
Therefore when my uncle bought an Aquanaut (local design 10 foot plywood dingy) Mum keenly supported Dad (Ian,
deceased 2009) to also get an Aquanaut. The family joined the yacht club in 1977 and my sister Malia and I joined
cadets and learned to sail and then race.
As we all know this is quite a commitment for the whole family and Mum kept us organised and turning up each
weekend. Mum also got involved in the club making lots of friends and by being live in ‘parents’ and joining the social
committee.
David Robinson
MARGOT SALTHOUSE
The members are sad to hear of the death of Margot Salthouse, wife of Peter and mother of Pru Briggs.  Our
condolences to all the family.  Margot and Peter were always around the Club supporting Pru and David while he was
Commodore.
Lyn Johannessen
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CASEY IMENEO UPDATE
In July we were in Cairns where the Australian Sailing
Team held our final training block. From here Mara
Stransky and Matt Wearn departed for the Tokyo
Olympics.
I have been fortunate to continue my training with the
VIS (Victorian Institute of Sport) on and off the water
during the lockdowns. This has been vital to my lead in
to the European competition season.
On the 24 September I will be heading overseas to
compete at the European Championships held in Varna,
Bulgaria and the ILCA 6 (Laser Radial) World
Championships in Oman. This will be our first
international event since the Melbourne Worlds held in
Sandringham early 2020.
In-between the two events we will be linking up with
other high performing squads in Marseille which is the
Paris 2024 Olympic venue.
Since being apart of the Australian Sailing Team Squad,
we’ve been working hard together to find the 1%ers in
our craft, pushing each other to stay race ready while
regattas unfortunately get cancelled. I look forward to
a full summer of Victorian events and club racing!
For those wanting to support my campaign towards the
Paris 2024 Olympics:
Australian Sports Foundation - Casey Imeneo
https://asf.org.au/athletes/casey-imeneo-olympic-
campaign/

Hope everyone is staying safe.
Casey

YARDMASTER’S REPORT
Yard activity has been hibernating, awaiting Covid
freedom together with warm weather. Thanks to the
members who stepped up to keep the place looking
respectable in the off months. I really appreciate your
efforts, the place looks great.
New storage for our grounds equipment will be in place
by season opening, and our increased security for
sailboards, SUPs and canoes should be in place. I will
communicate via the Alona’s club messaging how we
will precisely handle the locking of the racks.
Once the season is underway and you shift your boat
out of the yard for a sail.
Think about helping out with the mowing by grabbing a
hand mower and cutting the grass under your boat
position. Club key will give you access to a hand mower
and your help will be greatly appreciated.
Cat yard boat positions will be posted on the club
noticeboard in the upstairs club room.
The season-opening working bee will not be held. It
may need to done over a few Saturday mornings after
the seasons starts.
Cheers
Greg Newman, Yardmaster

NEW CLOTHING RANGE FOR 2021
We are introducing new clothing this season!!
Here is the list of new products:
Caps, Beanies, Adult Long Sleeve T-shirts, Adult
Hoodies, Adult Short Sleeve Polo, Adult Jacket, Kids
short sleeve T-shirts and Kids Hoodies.
We are still waiting for them to arrive. As soon as we
receive them, I will put them on our website so that
everyone can see how they look.
Don’t forget we still have “McCrae Bibs”.  Proudly
display where you are from!
P.S. Thanks to one of our legendary sailors for being a
model.
Akemi O’Brien, Canteen Manager
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ABOUT THE ROWLANDS AND SUTER
TROPHIES
The Club has a wide range of
Perpetual and Memorial Trophies
which are presented at the end of
each sailing season. Some continue
and some have now ceased.
The Rowlands and the Suter Trophies
are the two most prestigious trophies
awarded at the Club annually. The

selection criteria are the same for both.
The Trophies are awarded to skippers based on a
combination of the following:
Outstanding:
1 - Club Sailing Performance
2 - Club involvement
3 - State or National Title performance
4 - Not necessarily winning but to include great
improvement or consistency.
Rowlands Trophy is for Monohulls and was donated
to the Club by past Commodore Laurie Rowlands.
Suter Trophy is for Catamarans and was donated to
the Club by the father of the first Club Captain, Ross
Suter.
Who were Laurie Rowlands and Ross Suter?
When the McCrae Boat Club was first started the new
committee decided to have “events” for the members
in both power and sail. Ross Suter said the Club should
run sailing races and, as he was the only one who
knew how a race should be run or handicapped, he got
the job. All races were run and scored on individual
handicaps for a season point-score trophy. Thus, a
culture was established that has remained ever since,
of the Club being open to all comers.
The first race was held a few days after that first
general meeting, with everyone starting at once, to
help Ross Suter set handicaps.
At the end of the first season, on the season’s handicap
point score results, Doug Lee was our first “A Class”
Club Champion and Ross Suter was our first “B Class”
Club Champion.
Doug sailed a 16 foot (5 metre) fibreglass catamaran
called an XY 16, riding on a hiking plank. Planks were a
common sight in those days, on both monohulls and
catamarans. Ross sailed a Gwen 12, which did not have
a hiking plank but had something very new called a
“trapeze” – the only one in the Club.
The second AGM was held on 6th January 1963 in the
‘boat- yard’ and was attended by 45 members. By this
time, a few of the members and office bearers who
were motorboat men had lost interest, as the Club was
showing a strong sailing bias. This direction was
affirmed when the members approved a name change,
to “McCrae Yacht Club”. Laurie Rowlands was elected
as Commodore.

(Continued on page 7)

TRAINING CENTRE REPORT
Six new Training Optis on the way
Earlier in the year we applied for and
received a special offer courtesy of
Whitworths Marine and Steven Bond to
purchase six new Ozi Optis at half
price. The boats are ready to be
delivered but unfortunately due to
government restrictions we cannot
take delivery at this stage.

Training is the way forward for sailing
The training committee is committed to providing
quality training focusing on local children and their
families as the best way to promote sailing and grow
memberships and the sailing community generally.
Our memberships have generally remained pretty
stable over the years but it is clear that the current
crop of active sailors is ageing and that new people
coming to our sport has not been sufficient to make up
for those retiring from the sport.
It is fairly clear that a sudden drop in regular Saturday
participation is likely. If our sport and therefore our
club are to remain viable into the future, we must have
a concise and clear plan to attract new sailing families.
The Training Committee will be recommending that the
club as a whole put the training of junior and youth
sailors front and centre of its promotional activities
going forward. Training is therefore likely to be a much
more significant part of the club’s activities in the
future.
Training Courses Open
We are anticipating being able to begin training
operations from 5 November and all junior and youth
courses are open for entry on the ‘Learn to Sail’ page
of the McCrae Yacht Club website.
Let’s cross our fingers that this can come to fruition!
Sunday Coaching
Sunday mornings are for the Junior and Youth
Development Squad. If there are any other sailors who
would like to use this time to go for a sail
independently whilst the coaching is happening, you
are certainly encouraged to do so!

Murray O’Brien, Training Centre Principal
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LASER FOCUS
Most of winter training cancelled, the
VLA inland regatta and training camp at
Sail Country cancelled and for the
second year in a row the Laser nationals
in Perth cancelled. It is perhaps no
surprise that we (VLA) are hearing
reports of young sailors being

disillusioned and reports from some clubs that their
juniors are disengaging from the sport.

The VLA ‘Youth Solidarity’ team led by Juliet Schilling
has set up a support group for young sailors who might
be having rough time. Using a private ‘WhatsApp’
group, young sailors can connect with their sailing
buddies and coaches. To join they must be under 18
and have parental permission. The group is moderated
by two adults who are on the VLA board and have
current working with children certification. If you know
of any young sailor who could be helped by joining this
group let me know and I can put them in touch with
Juliet. They don’t have to be Laser sailors.
The VLA is hopeful that our Victorian States will
proceed on schedule at the end of November at
Mornington Yacht Club. With no open Nationals this
season we are hoping for a large turnout of local and
interstate Lasers at Sail Melbourne in January. In late
February Victoria are hosting the Australian Laser
Masters Nationals at Western Port Yacht Club.
As announced elsewhere in this edition (page 5) our
champion Laser Radial sailor Casey Imeneo has left for
Europe joining her Australian Sailing teammates
preparing for the 2024 Paris Olympics. Casey will be
sending regular updates to the VLA. We wish her well,
along with the other Aussies and look forward to her
return in December.
John d’Helin, Laser Rep.

About the Rolands and Suter Trophies
In 1962/63, the Sailing Committee was formed with
Ross Suter accepting appointment as the first Club
Captain. The committee set about deciding what form
racing would take in future and what equipment was
required to run regular races at McCrae.
The Club’s sailing course was to be three miles (4.8
km) in length, consisting of three, one mile (1.6 km)
legs, with the start and finish at the Club and the
seaward buoy 3⁄4 of a mile (1.2 km) off shore. The
1963 AGM gave the Commodore the authority to
purchase a chronometer and timer for timing races.
Laurie Rowlands was a Founding member and
Commodore for 6 years (1963-1968). He was the
second to hold the rank but was most significant in the
Club’s early years. While not a sailor himself, his sons
Greg and Mike sailed a C-Cat at the Club. He brought a
calm and steadying influence to Club administration in
the early years. Laurie was also the official club starter
and made the race box microphone his own. In April
1968 Laurie was awarded our first Life membership.
Winners of these trophies for the 2019/20 and 2020/21
seasons are:
Suter:  Luke Stout
Rowlands: Murray O’Brien
Lyn Johannessen, Club Archives

(Continued from page 6)

OUR NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to the following people who have joined the
Club so far this season. Please make them welcome
when you see them around the Club.
Justin and Leanne Cody - Gold Sponsor (CD Motor
Group) - sailing a Prindle 15
Kristy and Martin Wintergerst with Hunter, Parker and
Haralambos - Lighthouse family members
Chris and Bridie Dynes with Ada and Tully - sailing a
Taipan and Ada and Tully will attend Sailing School -
Family members
Lyn Johannessen, Membership


